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The Past 

Population has increased >27% 
Jobs have increased > 18% 
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The Challenge 
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Greenest City 2020 Decathlon 

•  20,000 Green Jobs 

•  33% Reduction in GHG 
emissions 

•  Carbon neutral new 
construction 

•  Walking, cycling and transit 
make up majority of trips 

•  Reduce solid waste to landfill 
by 40%  
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Greenest City 2020 Decathlon 

•  Plant 150,000 trees 

•  Engage the community and 
reduce ecological footprint 

•  Reduce water use by 20% 

•  Ensure the cleanest air of any 
major world city 

•  Become a global leader in 
urban food systems  
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This kind of change will 
require strong partnerships 
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Operational Best Practices 

•  Share research and seek joint 
purchases of local foods for use 
in UBC food service outlets, 
City park concessions, and 
community centres 
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Campus as a Living Laboratory 

Meeting Vancouver’s 2020 target of reducing emissions 
33% below 1990 levels will depend on the large scale 
deployment of sustainable energy systems 

• The Neighbourhood Energy Utility 
uses heat from the sewer system to 
heat all of SEFC 

• UBC’s biogas heat plant that will 
supply sustainable energy to the 
campus through a hot water loop is 
another model to learn from 
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Applied Research 

In order to become the greenest city in the world, we will 
need leading edge applied research AND a new generation 
of leaders trained to think differently. 

•  For the next five years, ten UBC 
graduate students will under take 
summer research under the mentoring 
of City managers involved in 
Vancouver’s greenest city efforts 

•  Joint development of an applied 
research framework to expand this 
collaboration 
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Greenest City Conversations 

Change will require the meaningful engagement of 
citizens and businesses at a city-wide scale – we need new 
tools! 

• Talkgreentous.ca launched to a sold out 
house of 2,100 people who paid us to 
engage them 

• Joint development of new tools such as 
workshops, visualizations, mobile 
applications, and social networking 
supported by efficacy research 
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Don’t Just Sit There! 
talkgreentous.ca 
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Final Thought… 

1980s 

2000s 

“We overestimate what we can achieve in one year 
and underestimate what can be done in ten …” 


