
 

Fall 2026 Sustainability Scholars Program Internship Opportunity 

The UBC Sustainability Hub is pleased to offer current UBC graduate students the opportunity to 
work on sustainability internship projects. Successful candidates work under the guidance of a 
mentor from the partner organization, and are immersed in real world learning where they can 
apply their research skills and contribute to advancing sustainability across the region. Each 
internship is equivalent to 250 hours of work, the total compensation amount is $7,812.50 
(equivalent to $31.25/hour) before statutory deductions. 
 

• Visit the Sustainability Scholars Program website to learn how the program works and to 

apply. 

• You must meet the eligibility requirements! Be sure to review the application guide on the 

Apply page to confirm your eligibility before applying. 

Applications close at 11:59 pm on Sunday September 20, 2026. 
 

 

Project title Exploring the role of shade in the public realm as a key 

tool to reducing risk to extreme heat in Vancouver 

 
Project Background  
The City of Vancouver’s 2024 Hazard, Risk and Vulnerability Analysis identified extreme heat as 
one of the highest risk hazards facing Vancouver today and into the future.  Extreme heat is 
currently responsible for more weather-related deaths in Canada in an average year than any 
other hazard, and its impacts are not experienced equally.  This was evident in the 2021 heat 
dome that occurred in western Canada, in which temperatures were recorded of up to 20°C 
above normal, breaking all-time heat records with peak temperatures over 40°C in many parts 
of British Columbia. This was the deadliest weather event in Canada to date with the BC 
Coroners Service confirming 619 heat-related deaths, 117 of those in Vancouver. 
  
Climate projections show that temperatures in Vancouver will increase year-round, becoming 
2.4°C warmer on average by the 2050s. The hottest summer days will become hotter, with three 
times as many days over 25°C and nine times as many over 30°C, and heatwaves will become 
more frequent and longer.  Vancouver’s Climate Change Adaptation Strategy aims to prepare 
the city for the impacts of a changing climate by reducing risk and enhancing resilience for 
people, ecosystems, buildings and infrastructure to the five main climate change-related 
hazards facing Vancouver – including extreme heat. 
  
One of three pathways to reducing risk to extreme heat in the Strategy is improving access to 
cooling in the public realm.  This pathway, or group of actions, aims to reduce the negative 
impacts of extreme heat on people, the environment, and infrastructure through adaptation of 
buildings and the exterior built and natural environments.  Not everyone has access to indoor 
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cooling at home or can easily access cooling centres – making cool and shaded public spaces 
easier to access is an important step towards supporting vulnerable communities during 
extreme heat events. 
  
One of the recently approved actions in this pathway for 2026 to 2030 – and the action to which 
this scholar project contributes – is: 

• H2.1 Advance [...] current understanding of shade and connectivity with a focus on equity-
denied communities and neighbourhoods by:  

o Completing a shade audit of natural and built shading infrastructure;  
o Developing a public realm shade strategy to identify priorities and potential 

opportunities/partnerships to advance public realm shade. 
 This scholar project forms a critical first step in advancing this action. 
  
Project description 
This project is the first step to understanding the role that shade can play in reducing risk to 
extreme heat in the public realm. A current state assessment will identify gaps and needs, 
building on existing climate and extreme heat data, and research will begin to identify 
opportunities and approaches for the expansion of natural and built shading infrastructure 
across Vancouver. 
  
The aim of the project is to: 

a. Learn from other cities and jurisdictions who have public realm shade strategies or 
action plans in place; 

b. Undertake a first phase of spatial analysis looking at existing cooling infrastructure (e.g., 
cooling centres, tree canopy, shaded plazas) across the City along with urban heat island 
effect/summer surface temperatures, transit/bike routes, and socioeconomic data to 
begin to determine priority areas for public realm shade and; 

c. Make recommendations based on a. and b. as to next steps Vancouver could take to for 
documenting and advancing a public realm shade network as a means to reduce risk to 
extreme heat, especially for residents disproportionately impacted by its effects. 

  
This project will be led by a Sustainability Scholar working with the Adaptation and Equity 
Branch of the Sustainability Group, but as the subject matter is interdisciplinary it will involve 
collaborating with many other departments who are also working on adaptation to extreme 
heat, including staff in: the Green and Resilient Buildings Branch of Sustainability, Park Board, 
Engineering, Real Estate and Facilities Management, Vancouver Emergency Management 
Agency, and Arts, Culture and Community Services. 
  
Project scope 
In scope: 

• Jurisdictional scan of 5 to 8 North American/European cities with existing shade strategies 
or action plans, through the form of a literature review and desktop research; 

• Follow up interviews with a small number (approx 5) of select cities; 



 

• Interviews with City staff in approximately 5 departments working on different aspects of 
advancing public realm shade as a means to reduce risk to extreme heat (e.g., Park Board, 
Engineering, Arts, Culture and Community Services), in order to document current and 
planned priorities for this work; 

• Preliminary mapping and analysis of existing geospatial data related to cooling 
infrastructure, surface temperatures, transit routes/daily needs, and socioeconomic indices, 
including documentation of GIS/analytical steps undertaken; 

• Recommendations on possible data/research gaps and next steps for documenting and 
advancing Vancouver’s shade network (natural and built shading infrastructure) as a means 
to reduce risk to extreme heat across Vancouver, especially for residents disproportionately 
impacted by its effects. 

  
 Deliverables 

• A final report containing a summary of the work completed 

• Map and/or GIS layer(s) containing preliminary mapping 

• A final report for the online public-facing Scholars Project Library. 

• A presentation summarizing the findings and recommendations of the work completed. 
   
Time Commitment  

• This project must be completed between October 15, 2026 and March 15, 2027. 

• This project will take 250 hours to complete and the Scholar must be able to commit to 
working an average of 10 to 12.5 hours per week.  

• The Scholar must also be available to attend meetings and complete aspects of their project 
(such as interviews) during the standard Monday to Friday business week and within a 
workday window that ranges from approximately 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

• The Scholar and Mentor will determine the actual time and distribution of hours with the 
project requirements and their various scheduled commitments in mind. 

  
Required/preferred Skills and Background  

☒ Excellent research and writing skills 

☒ Demonstrated interest in sustainability 

☒ Familiarity with research methodologies and survey techniques  

☒ Statistical analysis 

☒ Strong analytical skills 

☒ Ability to work independently 

☒ Deadline oriented 

☒ Project management and organizational skills 

☒ Demonstrated experience in spatial data analysis 

☒ GIS training or experience 

☒ Familiarity with benchmarking methods and tools 

☒ Comfortable interacting with strangers to conduct interviews with the goal of understanding 
diverse priorities and interests 

https://sustain.ubc.ca/scholarslibrary


 

  
 

Applications close at 11:59 pm Sunday September 20, 2026 
Apply here: Click here to apply 

Contact Karen Taylor at sustainability.scholars@ubc.ca if you have questions 
 

 

Useful Resources 

We are holding a special resume preparation workshop for prospective Scholars on September 
16, 2026. Click here for details and to register. 

Below are some links to useful resources to help you with your resume, cover letter and 
preparing for an interview (there are many more online). 

https://students.ubc.ca/career/career-resources/ 
https://www.grad.ubc.ca/cover-letter-cv-resume-templates-ubc-career-services 
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